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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

This year has posed many challenges, not only in the fire service, 

but also in communities all across the state. It’s important that 

we stay the course and not become complacent as the 

coronavirus is still here and continues to impact thousands daily. 

Don’t let your guard down; wear a mask, social distance and 

wash your hands. Continue to follow all guidance from IDPH, the 

CDC and your local health departments. Following these simple 

steps can help us stop the spread of the virus and can help keep 

our first responders safe and healthy. The health and safety of our 

first responders is very important, because if they are not there to 

respond to help, who will? The OSFM, IFCA, AFFI, IFA, MABAS and 

IFSI came together to produce a video encouraging the continued 

use of PPE, good hygiene and following protocols and guidelines at work, at home and while 

traveling: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6LW_x3Jbl0. Continue to provide me with 

your quarantine numbers as this will help the OSFM keep the Governor and other organizations 

aware of any shortages that may be occurring in departments due to members contracting 

COVID.  

 The OSFM is ‘All In Illinois’ and you can be too! 

Summer is coming to a close as many students are either returning to school or beginning 

remote learning from home. Preparing a space for our kids to learn in a firesafe environment is 

very important. Make sure when setting up electronics that you use proper surge protectors 

and plug them directly into the wall.  Read the instructions on all devices and follow the 

manufacturer’s recommendations. Use this extra time to hold a family meeting and create a 

fire escape plan if you don’t have one or review your current plan. Conduct a fire drill and make 

sure everyone knows two ways out of each room and where the meeting place is located. 

Schools hold these drills every year and since many of our homes are now “schools” we should 

follow their lead and be prepared. Incorporating fire safety into our daily or weekly curriculum 

will also help teach kids not only fire safety, but life safety skills that could help prevent an 

accident, or worse, a tragedy, from occurring.  

The cancellation of both the Illinois State Fair and the Du Quoin State Fair means that we 

missed out on a chance to reach out and provide the public with a hands-on fire safety 

message. The OSFM took on this challenge and has created videos highlighting all the 

organizations that help us staff our fire safety tent at both fairs. We have also created a virtual 

experience utilizing props from our tent and having a couple of kids demonstrate proper fire 

safety. You can find these videos on our Facebook and Twitter pages, along with our YouTube 

channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK2PpJj2v5F9wy-I5zJhHiw/.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6LW_x3Jbl0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK2PpJj2v5F9wy-I5zJhHiw/
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from?  East Peoria, IL 

Tell us about your family? Kids, Significant Other?  “Eligible Bachelor” 

Favorite food(s)?  Ribeye 

Hobbies?  Hunting/Fishing/Camping, anything outdoors basically. 

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your 

speakers? Rock or Country 

What did you want to be when you were a kid?  Farmer 

What’s your favorite part of the job?  My favorite part of procurement for the 

Agency/State is that every day is different.  No purchase/contract is the same and 

you learn a lot about every aspect of business from the management and financial 

side to contract law. 

What’s something unique about you?  This is more unfortunate than unique in 

my opinion, but I have three first names.  

Where is your favorite place to vacation?  Key Largo and Fort Myers, Florida 

Where is your bucket list destination? Salmon fishing in Alaska.  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  August 2020 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 4 

 

Fire Marshal Perez Elected to NASF Board of Directors 
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OSFM Arson Canine Recertification 

 

  

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to 

present the OSFM with many challenges 

and we continue to meet them head on 

while overcoming them. The Arson 

Division has 8 Accelerant Detection 

Canine teams who work all across the 

state. These teams train daily to keep 

their skills sharp, but are required to 

recertify annually, and this year’s 

recertification looked a little different. 

Teams from OSFM came to the 

Springfield office and conducted their 

recertification while working with the 

staff from Maine Specialty Dogs 

through a video conferencing platform. 

The canine and handler team went 

through the same drills they would if 

they would have conducted this 

recertification in person. Media outlets 

from across the state had the chance to 

speak with our teams and learn about 

this program after the training and 

recertification was completed.  

To learn more about the OSFM Arson 

Canine Program visit: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Ab

out/Divisions/Arson/Pages/Arson-

Canine.aspx 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/Pages/Arson-Canine.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/Pages/Arson-Canine.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/Pages/Arson-Canine.aspx
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OSFM PS&E Training Videos 

  

The Division of Personnel Standards 

and Education (PS&E) continues to 

produce training and tutorial videos. 

The latest video series is called, 

“Training Shorts.” These shorter video 

tutorials will focus on frequently asked 

questions sent to the division. The first 

of this series focuses on where to find 

reference materials on the web access 

portal.  

Watch for news on when new videos 

are available by following our 

Facebook, Twitter and YouTube pages.  

To view this video and other training 

videos visit: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/A

bout/Divisions/Personnel-

Standards/Pages/TrainingTutorialVide

os.aspx  

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Personnel-Standards/Pages/TrainingTutorialVideos.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Personnel-Standards/Pages/TrainingTutorialVideos.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Personnel-Standards/Pages/TrainingTutorialVideos.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Personnel-Standards/Pages/TrainingTutorialVideos.aspx
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State Honors Fallen Firefighters  

 

  

The State of Illinois honored three fallen brothers 

who lost their lives due to COVID-19. Fire Marshal 

Perez worked closely with the Governor’s office 

to honor Mario Araujo, Edward Singleton and 

Robert David Reisinger. Flags were lowers to half-

staff on Monday, August 10th in their honor.  

“The Department of Central Management 

Services has received notice from Governor JB 

Pritzker that all person or entities covered by the 

Illinois Flag Display Act to fly flags at half-staff in 

honor of Chicago Firefighters Mario Araujo and 

Edward Singleton, and River Grove 

Firefighter/Paramedic Robert David Reisinger.”  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  August 2020 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 8 

 

MABAS Encourages A COOP Plan 
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Dr. Fauci Thanks EMS Providers and Personnel 

  

Dr. Anthony Fauci thanked EMS providers and personnel, while urging resiliency in the fight 

against COVID-19. Sustained discipline is what is needed to gain an upper hand, and 

heightened vigilance into the fall and beyond. “Your confidence working on the front lines,” 

even at heightened personal risk, “has been truly remarkable,” he said. “Your courage and 

commitment are genuinely heroic.” 

https://www.emsworld.com/article/1224665/fauci-thanks-ems-urges-resiliency 

https://www.emsworld.com/article/1224665/fauci-thanks-ems-urges-resiliency
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COVID Safety 

  Illinois launched a new campaign focused on wearing a mask; It 

only works if you wear it! Every day we do things that keep us safe, 

like wearing a seatbelt, putting on a lifejacket or wearing a football 

helmet when we play football. A mask is just the same. It only 

works when you wear it! Always wear a mask when you go out in 

public to protect yourself and others. Remember the “3 Ws” when 

going out in public; wear a mask or face covering, watch your 

distance and wash your hands. We are in this together and will get 

through this together. #allinIllinois #OneTeamOneFight  
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Be Alarmed! Smoke Alarm Program Reactivated 

  
The Illinois Fire Safety Alliance & Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal’s statewide smoke 

alarm installation program for fire departments has been reactivated from its 5-month 

Coronavirus-induced hiatus. As of August 18th, Illinois fire departments may resume 

requesting 10-year battery smoke alarms and submitting installation survey data. 

While the program was on hold, Be Alarmed! has undergone some aesthetic enhancements, 

along with the development of a unique web portal that will be the primary platform for all 

smoke alarm needs going forward. Though none of the existing guidelines and requirements 

around the program have changed, fire departments will now be required to request smoke 

alarms and submit installation survey data directly through the portal - emails, faxes, or 

mailed information will no longer be accepted. 

For more information on the Be Alarmed! Smoke Alarm Installation Program visit the IFSA 

website – www.IFSA.org/programs/alarms. 

file:///C:/Users/NRobinson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/K08GCXPY/www.IFSA.org/programs/alarms
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OSFM Honors Tompkins 

  

Photo Left to Right: East Dubuque Mayor Kirk VanOstrand, Amannda Tompkins, Rileigh Ege 

and Fire Chief Joe Heim.  

East Dubuque Mayor Kirk VanOstrand and East Dubuque Fire - Rescue & Fire Corp Fire Chief 

Joe Heim presented certificates of appreciation to Rileigh Ege and Amannda Tompkins for 

their quick actions during a fire at the Bell Tower Retirement Community. OSFM honored 

Tompkins for her actions. Great job! 
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IFSI Minute 
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State of Illinois Preliminary Exposure Reduction Project 

  The Illinois Fire Service Institute provided 

an update on the latest statistics from the 

State of Illinois Preliminary Exposure 

Reduction Project in August.  

The latest data shows that 15,299 

firefighters across 441 departments in 

Illinois now have access to Preliminary 

Exposure Reduction Equipment. IFSI 

Research has shown that field 

decontamination using dish soap, water, 

and scrubbing was able to reduce PAH 

contamination on turnout jackets by a 

median of 85%. MABAS reports that 1,365 

DECON Bucket Kits have been distributed 

to 422 departments. There were 276 

bucket kits delivered to five regional sites 

across the state. As of September 1st, 

there are 93 DECON bucket kits waiting to 

be picked up by 31 departments. Once 

these are distributed, this will bring the 

total number of DECON bucket kids 

delivered to 1,448 to 453 departments.  

To join this list and help reduce 

firefighters’ risk of exposure to harmful 

carcinogens, visit fsi.illinois.edu to take 

the training and request your buckets. 
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Virtual Illinois State Fair  

  The OSFM took the Illinois State Fair Fire Safety Tent online this year due to the fair being 

cancelled. Groups who were normally working the tent were highlighted and spoke about what 

their group feels is the most important fire safety message they want people to know and 

understand. 

The Illinois Association of Fire Protection Districts (IAFPD) 

were scheduled to work the fire safety tent on Friday, 

August 14th. The mission of IAFPD is supporting better 

governance by fire protection district officials through 

education, resources, communication and legislation. To 

learn more about the IAFD visit: www.iafpd.org. 

Here is the IAFPD video for the virtual fire safety tent:  
https://youtu.be/ZzwMtTWYFcE 
 

The Illinois Professional Firefighters Association (IPFA) were 

scheduled to work the fire safety tent on Saturday, August 

15th. The objectives of the IPFA are to promote the interest 

of professional firefighters throughout the State of Illinois 

and to secure the cooperation of firefighters in every town, 

village, city, county and state. To learn more about this 

organization visit: https://ipfaonline.org/ 

Here is the IPFA video for the virtual fire safety tent:  
https://youtu.be/bsv4NP3WNnQ 

https://youtu.be/ZzwMtTWYFcE
https://ipfaonline.org/
https://youtu.be/bsv4NP3WNnQ
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Virtual Illinois State Fair  

  The International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) Illinois Chapter 

would have been working the fire safety tent on Saturday, August 15th. 

The mission of the Illinois Chapter of the International Association of 

Arson Investigators is to unite for mutual benefit public officials, private 

persons, and associations who are engaged in the investigation of the 

origin and cause of fires; 

To provide, develop and support the establishment of training, 

educational programs and educational materials to improve the quality 

of fire investigations; 

To develop programs and implement strategies and initiatives to increase 

public awareness of Arson and its impact on our communities; 

To encourage high professional standards of conduct among fire 

investigators and continually strive to eliminate all factors that interfere 

with the investigation of the origin and cause of fires. Visit www.il-

iaai.com to learn more about this organization.  

Here is the IAAI video for the virtual fire safety tent: 

https://youtu.be/dEZWn7sxnpE 

 

The Illinois Fire Chiefs Association (IFCA) would have been 

working the fire safety tent on Sunday, August 16th. The mission 

of the organization is to promote excellence in the fire service by 

providing an information-sharing network and by offering 

educational, legislative and technical opportunities to our 

diverse membership and associated partnerships. Visit 

https://www.illinoisfirechiefs.org/ to learn more.  

Here is the IFCA video for the virtual fire safety tent: 

https://youtu.be/LNGuBmrrW-8 

http://www.il-iaai.com/
http://www.il-iaai.com/
https://youtu.be/dEZWn7sxnpE
https://www.illinoisfirechiefs.org/
https://youtu.be/LNGuBmrrW-8
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Virtual Illinois State Fair  

  The Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Illinois (MABAS) was 

scheduled to work the fire safety tent on Monday, August 

17th. MABAS-Illinois serves local fire agencies, MABAS 

Divisions, State of Illinois departments, and Cook County 

UASI-DHSEM by providing a systems-based resource 

allocation and distribution network of robust traditional and 

nontraditional fire-EMS-rescue and special operations teams 

for emergency and sustained response within and outside of 

the State of Illinois. Accomplishment of the services requires 

cooperation, standardization, reliability, partnering, 

brokering and ongoing communication and compliance with 

customer specification and expectations. Customer trust and 

reliance on the MABAS system is built upon personal 

relationships, credibility, and ongoing customer support.  

To learn more about MABAS-IL visit http://www.mabas-

il.org/. 

Here is the MABAS video for the virtual fire safety tent: 
https://youtu.be/1VVPWt43h14 

The Chicago Fire Department (CFD) would have been 

working the fire safety tent on Tuesday, August 18th. CFD is 

the largest department in the state and is home to some 

unique innovations that the fire service uses today. To 

learn more about the real and not Hollywood version of 

this department visit 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cfd.html 

Here is the CFD video for the virtual fire safety tent:  
https://youtu.be/hlmOGzM5bVQ 

http://www.mabas-il.org/
http://www.mabas-il.org/
https://youtu.be/1VVPWt43h14
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cfd.html
https://youtu.be/hlmOGzM5bVQ
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Virtual Illinois State Fair  

  The Associated Fire Fighters of Illinois (AFFI) would have been 

teaching fire safety to kids at the fire safety tent on 

Wednesday, August 19th. The Mission of the AFFI is to: 

promote superior fire protection and emergency services for 

the taxpayers and citizens of Illinois; organize, support, and 

educate local unions; connect, energize, and advocate for the 

welfare of the professional union fire fighters and EMS 

providers of the State of Illinois; and provide a unified voice 

for legislation that promotes the interests of professional 

union fire fighters and EMS providers. To accomplish this 

mission, the AFFI provides services to support and educate 

local unions and individual members, with an emphasis on 

collective bargaining, legislative affairs and education. 

To learn more about this organization visit https://www.affi-

iaff.org/  

Here is the AFFI video for the virtual fire safety tent: 

https://youtu.be/aKhYhwkWvKE  

The Illinois Fire Safety Institute (IFSI) would have been 

working the fire safety tent on Thursday, August 20th. IFSI 

is the state’s fire academy, helping firefighters do their 

work through training, education, information and 

research. To learn more about what IFSI has to offer visit 

www.fsi.illinois.edu.    

IFSI produced three separate videos for the virtual fire 

safety tent: 

Ag Safety: https://youtu.be/Sbls9BwQ8C0  

Director Mortenson: https://youtu.be/Czi_mT-x4dA  

Doc Patterson: https://youtu.be/C99YfUOOXIM  

https://www.affi-iaff.org/
https://www.affi-iaff.org/
https://youtu.be/aKhYhwkWvKE
http://www.fsi.illinois.edu/
https://youtu.be/Sbls9BwQ8C0
https://youtu.be/Czi_mT-x4dA
https://youtu.be/C99YfUOOXIM
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Virtual Illinois State Fair  

  The Illinois Fire Safety Alliance would have been 

working the fire safety tent on Friday, August 21st. 

IFSA is a nonprofit organization dedicated to fire 

safety, burn prevention, and supporting burn 

survivors. 

Through partnerships, along with bringing together 

volunteers and supporters, the IFSA will accomplish 

its mission in an ethical, compassionate, and 

professional manner. To learn more about the 

programs IFSA sponsors visit www.ifsa.org. 

Here is the IFSA video for the virtual fire safety tent:  
https://youtu.be/Nv3SfOZEUvQ  

The Illinois Firefighters Association (IFA) would have been 
working the fire safety tent on Saturday, August 23rd. The 
IFA is the oldest firefighter organization in the state and 
was founded on January 8, 1889. The mission of the Illinois 
Firefighter's Association, Inc. (IFA): Dedicated to the 
advancement of the Fire Service by providing leadership, 
the Association will proudly support the community of 
firefighters in Illinois through education, training, benefits 
and information networking at the local, state, and 
national levels. To learn more visit 
www.illinoisfirefighters.org  
 
Here is the IFA video for the virtual fire safety tent:  
https://youtu.be/nYxdatfB5yQ  

http://www.ifsa.org/
https://youtu.be/Nv3SfOZEUvQ
http://www.illinoisfirefighters.org/
https://youtu.be/nYxdatfB5yQ
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Virtual Illinois State Fair  

  The Illinois Fire Inspectors Association (IFIA) would have 

been working the fire safety tent on Sunday, August 23rd. 

The mission of the IFIA is to reduce death and injuries from 

fire and other dangers through education, enforcement 

and engineering.  

Here is the IFIA video for the virtual fire safety tent:  
https://youtu.be/OnrD4pXBUzA  

The Northern Illinois Alliance of Fire Protection Districts 

(NIAFPD) was scheduled to work the fire safety tent on 

Sunday, August 23rd. The objectives of the Northern Illinois 

Alliance of Fire Protection Districts are to foster the 

exchange of ideas and information among and between 

Alliance members; to encourage and promote the 

advancement of common interests of fire protection 

districts; to develop a regional resource bank of 

information; to present educational programs, seminars 

and materials particularly aimed at the specialized needs 

of northern Illinois fire protection districts; to develop and 

encourage cooperation among fire protection districts; to 

provide a vehicle and forum for the unified expression of 

opinions and positions by members upon political, 

economic or social matters or events of concern to the 

members of the NIAFPD. 

Here is the NIAFPD video: https://youtu.be/1p4yzzjm6Ww  

 

https://youtu.be/OnrD4pXBUzA
https://youtu.be/1p4yzzjm6Ww
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Virtual Fire Apparatus Display 

  

Typically, during the Illinois State Fair fire departments from 
around the state bring an apparatus and display it near the Illinois 
Fire Museum. Since the fair was cancelled this year, the OSFM 
took this display virtual. Thank you to the 84 departments that 
participated this year! The OSFM thanks all first responders for all 
that they do to keep their communities safe!  

#OneTeamOneFight 
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Virtual Fire Apparatus Display 
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AFG Safer Grant Recipients 

  

AFG SAFER Grant 

awardees were 

announced and 

published in July and 

August. Numerous 

departments and cities 

from across the state 

have been awarded a 

grant. The OSFM 

congratulates you on 

your award. Stay Safe 

and Well!  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  August 2020 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 24 

 

FEMA AFG-S Grant Opportunity 

  FEMA is providing an additional chance for volunteer and combination fire 

departments to apply for funding under the FY2020 AFG-s. Through this funding 

opportunity, FEMA will directly award funding for PPE and other supplies to support 

the COVID-19 response. FEMA anticipates opening the application period in October 

2020. Visit: https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/firefighters 

https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/firefighters
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FDA Sanitizer Recall Update 

  

The FDA is warning consumers and health care providers that the agency has seen a sharp 

increase in hand sanitizer products that are labeled to contain ethanol (also known as ethyl 

alcohol) but that have tested positive for methanol contamination. Methanol, or wood 

alcohol, is a substance that can be toxic when absorbed through the skin or ingested and can 

be life-threatening when ingested. Methanol is not an acceptable ingredient for hand 

sanitizers and must not be used due to its toxic effects. The FDA’s investigation of methanol in 

certain hand sanitizers is ongoing and has identified over 170 different types that are recalled. 

Check your supply to make sure it is not on the recall list: https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-

safety-and-availability/fda-updates-hand-sanitizers-consumers-should-not-use 

 

 

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-updates-hand-sanitizers-consumers-should-not-use
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-updates-hand-sanitizers-consumers-should-not-use
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Stop on Red Week- August 2nd-8th  

  National Stop on Red Week is a campaign to raise awareness about the issues of running red 

lights and the dangers associated with this deadly trend. Running red lights can be fatal with 

nearly 12,000 people being killed in red-light running related crashes between 2004-2018. 

According to a survey, 31% of drivers reported they ran a red light in the last 30 days. In 2019, 

Friday was the deadliest day for red light running with 556,745 people cited for running red 

lights. Illinois ranks 5th deadliest state of run-light running according to a 2018 Traffic Safety 

Culture Index.  Let’s change this and hit the pedal on the left, a.k.a. the brake, when the light 

turns red. 
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Railroad Safety Tips 
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Children and Fire Safety 

  

Many kids are 

home remote 

learning and 

could become 

bored and 

curious when 

they are done 

with their 

studies. With 

parents working 

and not able to 

pay as close 

attention as they 

want, kids could 

become curious 

and search the 

house for 

interesting 

items. Parents: 

make sure 

lighters and 

matches are put 

away in a locked 

cabinet so kids 

can’t reach 

them.  

 It’s a good time 

to incorporate 

fire safety into 

your lesson 

plans and talk to 

your kids about 

never playing 

with matches 

and lighters.  
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Electrical Fire Safety 

  Home offices continue to buzz with activity and now remote learning has started for a lot of kids 

across the state. Make sure you are following proper electrical safety when setting up the home 

classroom and plugging in electronics.   
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Labor Day RV Safety 

  

RV trips and camping has become more popular due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Follow these tips above before hitting the road to ensure a safe and fun Labor 

Day weekend and fall camping season.  
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

Good Afternoon Sir, 

I am retiring after 31 years with the Alton 

Fire Department in a few weeks, and I just 

wanted to take time to say thank you to the 

Fire Marshals Office. I have been a fire 

investigator for many years with Alton. I 

have worked alongside many investigators 

from the Fire Marshals Office, notably 

Daniel Tallman and Greg Vespa, both 

outstanding and professional investigators. 

They as well as other investigators from 

your office have and still provide excellent 

service to the Alton Fire Department.  

Once again, Thank You!  
Brad Sweetman, Deputy Chief Alton Fire 
Department 

Mary Torricelli 

I'm sure I've said it before, but you are the 

best! Thank you for the guidance and the 

quick responses. You're making this 

process so much easier than expected. I'm 

not sure how we would move forward 

without your assistance. Again, thank you 

for everything you've done. 

Edward Burnley 
Lewis and Clark Community College 
Fire Science Program Coordinator 

Chris Bednarek 

I wanted to say, “thank you”.  I am 

on the OSFM website daily and I 

have been seeing all the new 

training videos and I wanted to say 

these are super helpful!   Keep them 

coming!  Great new tools.  I really 

like them.   And you are really good 

at doing these!   

SA Longhi 
Pleasantview Fire Protection 
District 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


